SIAM (SAYAM/SYAM) AND THAILAND (RACHA ANACHAK THAI) 


The Thai, together with the related Lao and Shan, were among the non-Han populations that originally 
inhabited much of southern and southwestern China. They had begun to settle in Indochina by the i o rh century, 
a process that was furthered by the Mongol conquest of Dali in the southwest of China and the emigration of 
much of the local Thai population. In the 13 th century the first significant Thai polities were established at 
Sukhothai and Lanna, largely at the expense of the declining Khmer Empire. Even more successful and 
impressive was the Ayutthya state founded in the mid- 14 th century by Ramathibodi I, which may be considered 
the beginning of the Thai state tradition. A consistent characteristic of the emerging Thai polities was the 
predominance of Theravada Buddhism in spite of the survival of some of the Hindu traditions of Khmer royalty. 

Ayutthya reduced Sukhothai to vassalage before annexing it in 1438, marginalized Lanna without being able 
to conquer it, and achieved hegemony over Cambodia. Some measure of this success was due to the 
interrelationship with European merchants and the adoption of foreign military technology. Nevertheless, 
Ayutthya was repeatedly involved in difficult wars against its Burmese neighbors, who succeeded in taking the 
capital twice, first in 1569 and again, this time fatally, in 1767. Four centuries of Ayutthya rule could not be 
erased in a single campaign, and the Thai monarchy was re-established under the vigorous leadership of Taksin, a 
former Ayutthyan governor, who drove out the Burmese and established his capital at Thonburi. The king’s 
increasingly erratic behavior eventually led to his deposition in 1781 and his replacement with another general, 
Chao Phraya Chakri, who founded the dynasty reigning today and moved the capital across the river to 
Bangkok. Although the dynasty lost its suzerainty over what became Laos and Cambodia, the monarchy took 
steps to modernize the country and ensured its independence during an age when its neighbors were falling into 
varying degree of dependence to European powers. After terminating the last vestiges of autonomy in the 
dependent principalities of Nan and Chiangmai (the former Lanna) in the 1930s, the country was renamed 
Thailand (Racha Anachak Thai) from Siam (Sayam) in 1939. Although the king is still regarded as sacrosanct, 
the monarchy has been constitutional since 1931. 

Thai monarchs used a variety of titles, mostly derived from the Indian-influenced traditions of the Khmer 
Empire. Such titles include racha (from raja), maharacha (from maharaja ), and cakravartin (implying universal 
rule). By now actual Thai titles are much more common, and the formal style of the monarch is quite complex: 
the royal name is preceded by the titles phrabat somdetphra chao yu hua. Names in the list below are presented 
in standardized modern Thai forms, followed, for the pre-modern period, by standardized Pali forms in italics-. 
e.g., Ramathibodi (Ramadhipati). Many Thai monarchs are known by official titles, posthumous titles, epithets, 
or nicknames. Except in the case of nicknames, the list below follows historiographical tradition. The western 
custom of designating the Chakri kings Rama I, Rama II, etc., is inaccurate and not reflected in the list below. 

The Romanization of Thai presents serious difficulties, and the system followed here is a modification of the 
Royal Thai General System of Transcription, with aspirated consonants marked as kh,ph, and th, with ng (for 
»), but ii for u. The Romanization remains imperfect, as it is not fully reversible. 


1138—1175 

1175-1179 

1179-1317 

1317-1347 

1347-1368 
1368—1398 
1398-1419 
1419—!438 


1351-1369 

1369- 1370 

1370— 1388 
1388 


Rulers of Sukhothai (Sukhodaya) 

Pha Miiang, Si Intharathitya (Sri Indraditya) 

Ban Miiang ... son of Pha Miiang 

Ramkhamhamg (Rama Gdmhen) ... son of Pha Miiang 

Lo Thai, Thammaracha (Dhamiardja) ... son of Ramkhamhamg 

Lii Thai, Mahathammaracha I (Mahadharmaraja) ... son of Thammaracha 

Sai, Mahathammaracha II (Mahadharmaraja) ... son of Mahathammaracha I; Ayutthaya vassal 1378 
Sai Lii Thai, Mahathammaracha III (Mahadharmaraja) ... son of Mahathammaracha II 
Borommapan, Mahathammaracha IV (Mahadharmaraja) ... son of Mahathammaracha II 
(to Ayutthaya 1438) 

Rulers of Ayutthaya (Ayudhya) 

Ramathibodi I (Ramadhipati)' ... son of Chodiiksethi 
Ramesuan (Rdmesvara) ... son of Ramathibodi I; abdicated 
Borommaracha I (Paramardja) ... brother of Ramesuan’s mother 
Thong Chan ... son of Borommaracha I; deposed, died 1388 


Originally called Phya U Thong. 



1388-1395 

1395-1409 

1409—142-4 

1424—1448 

1448—1488 

1488—149 1 

1491-1529 

1529-1533 

1533-1534 
1 534-1 547 

1547 - 1548 
1548 

1548- 1569 
1569 

1569-1590 
i590—1605 
1605 —1610 
1610 
1611 — 1628 

1618— 1619 
1629 

1619— 1656 

1656 
1656 
1656—1688 
1688—1703 
1703-1709 
1709-1733 
1733-1758 

1758 

1758-1767 


House of Taksin 
1767—1782 


Ramesuan (Rdmesvara) ... restored 

Ramarachathirat (Rdmardjddhirdja) ... son of Ramesuan; deposed 
Intharacha I (Indardja) 2 ... son of Borommaracha I 3 
Borommaracha II (Paramardja) ... son of Intharacha I 
Borommatrailokanat (Paramatrailokandtha)' i ... son of Borommaracha II 
Borommaracha III~Intharacha II (Paramardja~Indardja) ... son of Borommatrailokanat; 
associated 1463 

Ramathibodi II (Rdmddhipati)’’ ... son of Borommatrailokanat 
Borommaracha IV (Paramardja ) 6 ... son of Ramathibodi II 
Ratsada (Rasta) ... son of Borommaracha IV 
Chairacha (Jayardja) ... son of Ramathibodi II 
Yot Fa ... son of Chairacha 

Khun Worawongsa (Varavamsa) ... married Si Sudachan, mother of Yot Fa 
Mahachakraphat (Mahdcakravarti)’’ ... son of Ramathibodi II 

Mahin (Mahindra) ... son of Mahachakraphat; regent since 1565; deposed, died 1569 

Mahathammaracha (Mahddhammardja) s ... husband of Wisutkrasatri, daughter of Mahachakraphat 

Naresuan (Nares'vara) ... son of Mahathammaracha 

Ekathotsarot (Ekddasaratha) ... son of Mahathammaracha 

Si Saowaphak (Sri Sauvabhagya) ... son of Ekathotsarot 

Intharacha III (Indaraja), Song Tham ... son of Ekathotsarot 

Chettharat (Jetthardja) ... son of Intharacha III 

Athittayawong (Adityavamsa) ... son of Intharacha III 

Si Worawong (Sri Varavamsa), Prasat Thong ... son of Si Thammarthirat, the brother of 
Intharacha Ill’s mother 

Chai (Jaya) ... son of Si Worawong; deposed, died 1656 

Si Suthammaracha (Sri Sudharmaraja) ... brother of Si Worawong; deposed, died 1656 
Narai (Ndrdyana) ... son of Si Worawong 

Phetracha (Bedrdja) 9 ... married Yotha Thep, daughter of Narai, and Yotha Thip, sister of Narai 
Suriyenthrathibodi (Smyendradhipati ), 10 Siia ... son of Phetracha 
Phumintharacha (Bhumindardja), Thai Sa ... son of Suriyenthrathibodi 
Borommakot (Paramakosa) 11 ... son of Suriyenthrathibodi 

Uthumphon (Udtwibara), Dok Madiia ... son of Borommakot; abdicated, died 1796 
Ekathat (Ekadasa ), 12 Suriyamarin ... son of Borommakot 
(Burmese sack of Ayutthaya 1767) 

Rulers of Thonburi (Dhanapuri) and Bangkok 

Taksin 13 ... son of Zheng Haihong; deposed, died 1782 


2 Originally called Nakhon In. 

3 Elsewhere his descent is given as brother or brother’s son of Borommaracha I. 

4 Originally called Ramesuan (Rdmesvara). 

5 Originally called Chettharat (Jetthardja). 

6 Originally called No Phutthangkun (Buddhankura). 

I Originally called Thianracha. 

8 Originally called Khun Phiren (Birendra). 

9 Formally reigned as Ramesuan II (Rdmesvara). 

10 Originally called Luang Sorasak. 

II Formally reigned as Mahathammaracha II (RIahddharmardja). 

12 Formally reigned as Borommaracha V (Paramardja). 

13 Originally named Zheng Zhao, he formally reigned as Borommaracha (Paramardja). 



House of Chakri 

1782—1809 Chao Phraya Chakri (Phra Phutthayotfa) 14 ... son of Thong Dee 
1809—1824 Itsarasunthon (Phra Phutthaloetla) ... son of Chao Phraya Chakri 
1824—18 51 Chetsadabodin (Phra Nangklao) ... son of Itsarasunthon 
1851 — 1868 Mongkut (Phra Chomklao) ... son of Itsarasunthon 
1868—1910 Chulalongkon (Phra Chulachomklao) ... son of Mongkut 
1910—1925 Wachirawut (Phra Mongkutklao) ... son of Chulalongkon 
1925 — 1935 Prachatipok (Phra Pokhlao) ... son of Chulalongkon; abdicated, died 1941 
1935 — 1946 Anantha Mahidon 15 ... son of Mahidon Adunyadet, son of Chulalongkon 
1946— Phumiphon Adunyadet 16 ... brother of Anantha Mahidon 

NORTH THAI KINGDOMS 

Rulers of Lanna 

1259—1317 Mangrai... son of Phya Lao Meng of Chiangsam; in Chiangrai 1262 and Chiangmai 1292 

1317— 1318 Cheyyasongkhram ... son ofMangrai; abdicated; Chiangrai 1318—1327 

1318— 1319 Sam Phu ... son of Cheyyasongkhram; deposed 

1319— 1322 Khriia ... son ofMangrai; deposed, died 1326 

13 22—13 24 Nam Thuam ... son of Cheyyasongkhram; deposed 
1324—1328 Sam Phu ... restored; abdicated; Chiangrai 1328—1336 

1328—1337 Kham Fu ... son of Sam Phu; abdicated; Chiangrai and Chiangsam 1337—1345 
133 7— 13 67 Pha Yu ... son of Kham Fu 
1367—1388 Kii Na ... son of Pha Yu 

1388—1401 Sam Miiang Ma ... son of Kii Na; abdicated; Chiangsam 1401 —1425 
1401 —1442 Sam Fang Kam ... son of Sam Miiang Ma; deposed 
1442—1487 Tilokaracha ... son of Sam Fang Kam; maharaja 

1487—1495 Yot Chiangrai... son of Si Bun Riiang, son of Tilokaracha; deposed, died 1505 

1495 —1526 Miiang Kaso ... son of Yot Chiangrai 

1526—1538 Ket Chettharat... son ofYot Chiangrai; deposed 

1538—1543 Thao Chai... son of Ket Chettharat 

1543 — 1545 Ket Chettharat... restored 

1545 — 1546 Chiraprapha ... daughter of Ket Chettharat 

1546—1551 Setthathirat... son of Cau Phothisanrat of Lancang by Yot Kam Thip, daughter of Ket 

Chettharat; married Ton Thip and Ton Kham, daughters of Ket Chettharat; abdicated; 

Lancang 1548—1571 

1551 Chiraprapha ... restored; deposed 

1551 — 1564 Mekutawisutthiwong (Mte Ku) ... descendant of Khriia; Burmese vassal 1556; deposed 
1564—1578 Wisutthithewi... daughter of Ket Chettharat 
1631 — 1775 (to Burma 17 ) 

1775 — 1816 Kawila (Chao Khanan) ... son of Chai Kam, son of Thipphachak; vassal of Siam 

1816—1821 Thammalangka, Setthahattirat (Chao Noi) ... brother ofKawila 

1821 — 1825 Kham Fan, Mahasuphathrarat... brother of Thammalangka; formally installed 1822 

1825 — 1846 Phutthawong ... son of Nai Pho Riiang, brother of Chai Kam, father ofKawila; formally installed 1826 

1846—1854 Mahawong ... son of Thammalangka 

1854—1870 Kawilorot Suriyawong ... son ofKawila; formally installed 1856 

14 Originally named Thong Duang, he formally reigned as Ramathibodi (Ramadhipati). 

15 The name is usually rendered as Ananda Mahidol. 

16 The name is usually rendered as Bhumibol Adulyadej. 

17 Burmese governors included: Tharrawaddi Min, son of king Bayin Naung of Burma by (?) Wisutthithewi 
(1578—1607), then Tharrawaddi Min’s son Thadokhoi (1607—1608), then Thadokhoi’s unnamed younger 
brothers (1608—1613 and 1613 —1615), then Si Song Miiang (1615 — 1631), and others. 



1870—1897 

1897—1909 

1909-1939 


1717-1752. 

175 2 -— j 768 
1768 
1768-1775 
1775-1779 
1779-1784 
1784-1787 
1787—1810 
1810—1815 
1815—1836 
1836—1838 
1838—1851 
1851—1891 
1891—1918 
1918—1931 


Intanon ... son of Chao Rachawong Mahaphrom, son of Kham Fan; formally installed 1871 
Suriyawong ... son of Intanon; formally installed 1901 
In Kaeo Nawarat... son of Intanon; formally installed 1911 
(to Siam 1939) 

Rulers of Nan 

Chao Luang Tin ... Burmese vassal 

Chao Aliyawong ... son of Chao Luang Tin; deposed, died 1781 

Chao Nai Ai ... son of Chao Chairacha by Chao Nang Tep, daughter of Chao Luang Tin 
Chao Mano ... brother of Chao Nai Ai; deposed 
Chao Witun ... son of Chao Aliyawong; deposed 
Chao Mano ... restored 

Chao Mongkhonwalayot... son of Chao Aliyawong; abdicated 

Chao Attawalapanno ... son of Chao Sutta, brother of Chao Mano; Siamese vassal 1788 
Chao Sumanatewalat... son of Chao Aliyawong 
Chao Mahayot... son of Chao Attawalapanno 
Chao Achittawong ... son of Chao Sumanatewalat 

Chao Mahawong ... son of Chao Mahapom by Chao Nang Lost, sister of Chao Mano 
Anantha Wolalittidet (Chao Ananthayot) ... son of Chao Attawalapanno 
Suliyaphong Phallitidet (Chao Suya) ... son of Anantha Wolalittidet 
Mahaphrom Sulathada (Chao Noi Pom) ... son of Anantha Wolalittidet 
(to Siam 1931) 
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